
Hand stitching and machine sewing were once the 
only options available to both hobby and professional 
sewing enthusiasts alike. However, sometimes a particular 
sewing job requires a tool that offers slightly more versatility than 
both of those options, which is where the portable mini sewing machine 
comes in.

Are handheld sewing machines any good?

A portable mini sewing machine is a compact handheld tool, with the most 
versatile models powered by both batteries and AC adaptors. Their compact 
size ensures that each mini sewing machine can be easily stored away when not 
in use. Additionally, they are also generally far more affordable and accessible 
than standard table top sewing machines, often costing a fraction of the price.

Notably, there are numerous advantages to being able to take a sewing 
machine directly to the piece rather than being forced to take the piece to the 
machine, particularly when you want to save time and energy. Plus, with battery-
powered models, you could also opt to take your latest sewing project with you 
on the go.

Portable sewing machines can also be an ideal option for anyone who struggles 
to use or sit at a standard table top sewing machine, as you can complete your 
project from anywhere you choose.

What can a mini sewing machine sew?

Every experienced craftsperson recognises that a handheld stitching machine 
can come in handy for quickly fixing stitching in an awkward to reach location. 
This is a tool that has been specifically designed to help you to reach 
places you wouldn’t always be able to and comes pre-threaded for added 
convenience.

This versatile tool can make light work of hemming curtains without the need to 
take them down from the curtain rail, allowing you to make small adjustments 
or repairs in the most efficient way possible. A handheld stitching machine can 
also be useful for altering clothes whilst the person they are for is still wearing 
the garment! This will allow you to properly tailor the piece according to their 
specific measurements.

They can also be handy tools for fixing an array of wardrobe malfunctions, 
including torn trousers, loose seams, and ripped zips. The only thing you will 
need to keep in mind is that most handheld machines are single stitch, which 
means you should take care to tie a knot at the end of your stitching to prevent 
it from quickly unravelling.

Is a handheld sewing machine good for beginners?

It is important to note that handheld sewing machines are not designed to 
completely replace standard table top sewing machines. Rather, they should be 
viewed as a complementary tool that can help to make certain mending jobs 
and sewing projects simpler to complete.

Whether you are used to working with traditional sewing machines or you are 
completely new to the sewing world, there can be a learning curve involved 
when first picking up a portable sewing device. However, there is nothing that a 
little bit of practice can’t solve and many novice sewers will appreciate picking 
up most of the basic need-to-know tips and tricks using a handheld model 
before investing in a standard, more expensive full-size sewing machine.

Each machine comes with everything you need to get going with your 
sewing or mending project, including a pre-threaded needle and bobbin 

which can help to save a considerable amount of time. Many models 
even include a small piece of material that is ideal for practising 

your handheld sewing technique before diving into your main 
project.
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